
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 May 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

A message from Revd Neil 

Last week I took my first funeral since the start of the Coronavirus 

pandemic.  

The reading the family chose was 1 Thessalonians 4.13-end (please do read 

it) which ends with Paul saying ‘Therefore encourage one another with 

these words’.  

What a great message for us today in these difficult times. St Paul spread 

the good news of Jesus around the Mediterranean area and built up the new 

church in the 1st century.  

But Paul’s letters were often written in difficult situations. He suffered 

violence, oppression and imprisonment.  

These were very difficult times for Paul and yet he didn’t write these letters 

as responses to a crisis, he didn’t dwell on his difficult situation. Rather he 

wrote of the Good News of Jesus Christ, recounted the story of Christ’s 

resurrection and spoke of the hope of eternal life offered to all who believe. 

And he ends ‘Therefore encourage one another with these words’. 

At a difficult time in Paul’s life, he encourages others to look to God in hope 

and to encourage one another. At this difficult time in our lives, God calls us 

to do the same. So, this week, stay well, keep safe, spread the gospel and 

encourage one another. God Bless. 

 

Revd Neil 

Click on the logo for some music 

while you read the news sheet 

Ringstone in 

Aveland News Sheet 

https://youtu.be/ilC1Qb8voQg
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455268092


Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: raise us, who trust in 

him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek those things which 

are above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer for the Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, and in his love for 

us to lay down his life and rise again: keep us always under his protection, and give us grace 

to follow in his steps; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

From our prayer list. Please pray for… 

Eben Atkinson, Sheila Bates, Margaret Brumby, Stephen Buckman, Sue Grainge, Paul 

Hardingham, Annie Hersey, Arthur Jeffries, Elva Lamb, Imogen Matthews, John Rowntree, 

Shelagh Sands, Jose Stokes, Christine Ward, and for any others whom we name in the 

silence of our hearts. 

We give thanks for those on the road to recovery. 

We also remember the souls Rosina Crane, and of all the faithful departed may they rest in 

peace and rise in glory; and we also pray for those who mourn their loss. 

Sharing in Prayer – the Diocesan Prayer Diary. Please pray for 

All working within the Charities sector 

Opportunities to show the love of God within our communities 

The intentions of the following parishes, groups and deaneries: the Deanery of Holland; 

Church schools in the Holland Deanery; St Botolph, St Christopher, St Thomas, Boston; 

Sibsey & Brothertoft Group; Fishtoft; Frampton with Wyberton; Frieston, Butterwick with 

Bennington & Leverton. 

The intentions of all those from outside our diocese but listed in the prayer diary, including 

the churches in Mthatha (formerly St John's) (Southern Africa); Yei, Yeri, Yirol, Aluaklua, 

Mundri, Mundu Area (South Sudan); Muhabura (Uganda); Ijumu, Yewa (form. Egbado), Ikara, 

Ikeduru, Yola, Ikka (Nigeria); Nippon Sei Ko Kai (The Anglican Communion in Japan); 

Yokohama (Japan); Mukono (Uganda); Multan (Pakistan); Mumbai (North India); Mumias 

(Kenya); York (England); Ysabel (Melanesia), Yukon (Canada). 

NB a full copy of the diocesan ‘Sharing in Prayer’ can be found on our website 

Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2.42-47 

1 Peter 2.19-25 

John 10.1-10 

Click on the reading to 

link through to the text 

https://www.ringstonegroupchurches.org/pew-sheets
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455094209
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455094182
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455094147


A reflection on today’s Gospel reading 

   Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 

sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief 

and a bandit.  

The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 

The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 

voice.  

He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 

Reflection: 

Our Shepherd Jesus, isn’t just a leader of a flock: we are not 

just part of a crowd. He "calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out." It’s good to know we are not lost in the 

crowd or just another person in the pews, one of the anonymous sheep. There are times in 

our lives when we need to be reminded that Jesus knows us "by name." In biblical language, 

to know a person’s name is to know the person. So, we are well known and our needs are 

recognized by the Risen Christ in our midst. 

So, we ask ourselves: 

❖ Have I experienced a personal, "by name" call from Jesus? When? 

❖ Where do I feel Jesus is leading me at this point in my life? 

❖ Am I responding or resisting that call? 

Easter Pilgrim 

  

Reflection for 3-6 May “Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us” 

We learn a great deal about ourselves when we are under stress 

and pressure. We learn that we ourselves are flawed, imperfect 

and in great need of God’s forgiveness. This is a key part of being human. Jesus has given us, 

each day, the words to seek the greatest gift, offered through his death on the cross. Jesus 

also gives us each day the strength to forgive others, especially those we share our lives and 

our confinement with, to enable us to live well together. All of our debts have been 

redeemed. 

Reflection for 7-11 May “Lead us not into tempatation” 

This is the time of trial: the season when our faith and character are tested, possibly more 

than ever before. It is right to pray for God’s deliverance, but also right to remember the 

help and strength God gives us when we are stretched beyond our ability to bear it. We 

need as well to beware of the particular tests and temptations that come in times of 

suffering to abandon our faith, to give in to our selfishness or fear, to profit at the expense 

of others. In all of this we ask God’s help and help is given. 

If you want to exmplore this journey further, you can download the app for your iphone 

https://apps.apple.com/app/id1336487241?ls=1


here and you can download the app for your android phone here 

Ringstone worship online 

While we may not be able to worship in our church buildings, here in the Ringstone group 

there is a daily act of worship online: Morning Prayer, Monday to Saturday and a streamed 

Eucharist service every Sunday. 

If you would like to join Morning Prayer, please email Neil. 

Sunday Eucharist can be viewed either on Facebook or on the group website 

https://www.ringstonegroupchurches.org/streamed-services. 

The Eucharist service books can also be viewed and/or downloaded from the group 

website. 

Join in making the news sheet a community sheet 

While we are all in self isolation at home, and there are no events or meetings to advertise 

or attend, let’s try and make the news sheet another way of communicating with each 

other. 

To start with, do you have a picture that can be put in the logo at the top of the news 

sheet – perhaps a much loved picture of your church, or a feature in your church, or a view 

round our group of parishes that would raise all our spirits? 

Do you have a hymn or piece of music that you would like linked to the logo. Perhaps 

something that we are unlikely to hear in our churches, either because it is not in our hymn 

books, or, because it is played on an instrument other than the organ. Or perhaps it is a 

much loved hymn that would warm your heart to hear at the moment. If it can be found on 

you tube, then it can be added to the news sheet. 

Or do you have anything else that you would like included here – once you start thinking 

the possibilities are endless. 

Don’t just sit at home, please use this time as an opportunity to share what we love. 

Accessing virtual services 

We have now widened our social media presence to include You Tube which will hopefully 

help those who do not use Facebook, to access our services. 

 

Readings for Morning Prayer for this week  

(click on the reading to link through to the text) 

Monday: Psalm 103; Exodus 32.1-14; Luke 2.41-end 

Tuesday: Psalm 48; Exodus 32.15-34; Luke 3.1-14 

Wednesday: Psalm 135; Exodus 33; Luke 3.15-22 

Thursday: Psalm 118; Exodus 34.1-10, 27-end; Luke 4.1-13 

Friday: Psalm 33; Exodus 35.20-36.7; Luke 4.14-30 

Saturday: Psalm 68; Exodus 40.17-end; Luke 4.31-37 

 

https://apps.apple.com/app/id1336487241?ls=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.livelent
mailto:revdneil@yahoo.com?subject=Morning%20Prayer
https://www.facebook.com/Ringstone-in-Aveland-Group-of-Churches-111209460390886/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.ringstonegroupchurches.org/streamed-services
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455098761
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455098792
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455098810
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455098828
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455098844
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455098860
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455098876
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455098896
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455098939
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455098964
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455098985
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455099003
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455099021
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455099043
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455099059
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455099076
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455099099
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455099114


So, please search on You Tube for ‘Ringstone in Aveland Group’, or click on this link. Once 

you have found the group and the services, you can subscribe which will make it easier to 

find again. 

Service will also be accessible through Facebook and our website 

www.ringstonegroupchurches.org 

 

Communication 

www.ringstonegroupchurches.org.  

If you have items to be included in the news sheet, please let Sue know by 

emailing ringstoneoffice@gmail.com before 10am on a Tuesday 

Bourne Food Bank 

For quite a while now we have been supporting the local Food 

bank and they have been grateful for all our contributions.  

However, given the current crisis, things are looking rather 

bleak and they are struggling to cope with the situation. 

Demand is growing and the donations decreasing which results in a huge gap to fill.  

This is not surprising. 

Children are not at school and therefore not receiving meals there, parents and carers 

may have lost their source of income due to lack of work or illness.  

Couple this with the problems faced by those who would usually be able to donate 

whose income is uncertain or stopped and getting to the shops to buy food has become 

more of an issue for all of us.  

Sadly there are rumours that people who do not need help can access Food banks and 

this deters some people from giving but this is not the case as a referral is needed. 

This all leads to a difficult situation for many. 

To try to help I have left a plastic boxes just inside the gate to the vicarage.  

If you are able to leave anything in the boxes as you go on your daily walk around the 

parish, I will take it to the Food bank on Tuesday or Friday. 

Please continue to observe the social distancing advice when you come to drop off. 

I am not asking you to risk your health or well-being.  

Do keep safe and stay well.  

If you would rather give in another way, you can make a gift of money, please see their 

website http://www.bournefoodbank.org.uk/page10.html 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity 

Revd. Neil 

www.ringstonegroupchurches.org
http://www.ringstonegroupchurches.org/
http://www.bournefoodbank.org.uk/page10.html

