
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 May 2020 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

A message from Revd Neil 

Well this weekend we await Boris Johnson’s statement about the possible 

relaxation of the lockdown measures. I wonder what we are expecting.  

I know that the vast majority of us long to be back in the church buildings, 

worshipping together. Many people across the church have described this 

time as feeling like being in exile.  

This is particularly appropriate language at this time because our morning 

prayer readings each day have been taken from the book of Exodus, the 

time that God’s people were in exile awaiting their time to cross into the 

promised land.  

We are now in the Easter season and we would do well to remember that 

before his passion crucifixion and resurrection Jesus had his own time of 

exile in the wilderness. The Bible teaches us that times of exile and exodus 

can be great opportunities for reflection, personal growth and preparation. 

So my question for all of us this week is ’How are we using this time of exile 

to prepare for the future?’. In other words, ‘What things that we have 

learnt during this time will we use to shape God’s church in the future?’ 

Stay safe and keep well. God bless. 

Revd Neil 

Click on the logo for some music 

while you read the news sheet 

Ringstone in 

Aveland News Sheet 

https://youtu.be/4tkcFDNcRaY


Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and 

opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you 

put into our minds good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to good 

effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: grant us to walk in 

his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and reigns, now and 

for ever. Amen 

From our prayer list. Please pray for… 

Eben Atkinson, Sheila Bates, Margaret Brumby, Stephen Buckman, Sue Grainge, Paul 

Hardingham, Annie Hersey, Arthur Jeffries, Elva Lamb, Imogen Matthews, John Rowntree, 

Shelagh Sands, Jose Stokes, Christine Ward, and for any others whom we name in the 

silence of our hearts. 

We give thanks for those on the road to recovery. 

We also remember the souls Rosina Crane, Colin Fysh and of all the faithful departed may 

they rest in peace and rise in glory; and we also pray for those who mourn their loss. 

Sharing in Prayer – the Diocesan Prayer Diary. Please pray for 

Christian Aid Week begins. From the Christian Aid Website: As this virus spreads across 

the world, love rises up in response. You’ve already shown incredible kindness to your 

neighbours. Now is the time to reach out to your neighbours both near and far. 

The licensing of The Revd Georgina Holding to the benefice of Market Deeping. 

The Diocesan Communications Team 

Bishop’s Staff Meeting 

The intentions of the following parishes, groups and deaneries: the Haven Group; Kirton in 

Holland with Algakirk and Fosdyke; Old Leake w Wrangle w Friskney; Boston, Holy Trinity 

The intentions of all those from outside our diocese but listed in the prayer diary, including 

the churches in Muranga South, Nairobi (Kenya); Zaki-Biam, Ikwerre, Ikwo, Zaria, Zonkwa, 

Aba Ngwa North, Ikwuano (Nigeria); Muyinga (Burundi); Zanzibar (Tanzania); Mytikyina 

(Myanmar); Zululand (Southern Africa); Nagpur (North India 

NB a full copy of the diocesan ‘Sharing in Prayer’ can be found on our website 

Readings for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 7.55-60 

1 Peter 2.2-10 

John 14.1-14 

Click on the reading to 

link through to the text 

https://www.ringstonegroupchurches.org/pew-sheets
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455787625
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455787686
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455787771


A reflection on today’s Gospel reading 

Thomas said to Jesus, 

"Master, we do not know where you are going; 

How can we know the way?" 

Jesus said, "I am the way and the truth and the life." 

Reflection: 

Jesus invites his disciples to come to him and put their lives into his 

hands. We do that by living in relationship with him, listening to his 

teaching and following his way. That’s how we will come to the life 

he promises. He is our path to God and if we follow Jesus, "the 

way," we will have "truth" – for he is God’s revelation to us. We will 

have "life" – for Jesus draws us from the death of sin to life through his Spirit.  

So, we ask ourselves: 

❖ In my daily life, in what ways am I choosing Jesus as my "way?" 

❖ What other "ways" am I tempted to choose?  

Easter Pilgrim 

 Reflection for 7-11 May “Lead us not into 

tempatation” 

This is the time of trial: the season when our faith and 

character are tested, possibly more than ever before. It is right 

to pray for God’s deliverance, but also right to remember the 

help and strength God gives us when we are stretched beyond 

our ability to bear it. We need as well to beware of the particular tests and temptations 

that come in times of suffering to abandon our faith, to give in to our selfishness or fear, to 

profit at the expense of others. In all of this we ask God’s help and help is given. 

Reflection for 12-16 May “But deliver us from evil” 

We don’t have to look hard in the current situation to see many evils: sickness, suffering, 

death and isolation. The last line of the prayer of Jesus offers this short, sharp prayer for 

deliverance. It is not wrong to ask God to save us from evil. To pray in this way is a sign of 

strength not weakness. To pray these words builds hope and resilience even in the midst of 

pain and disease. We cannot and do not pretend that all is right in the world. But each day 

we can place ourselves and those we love and the whole world under God’s protection. 

If you want to explore this journey further, you can download the app for your iphone here 

and you can download the app for your android phone here 

https://apps.apple.com/app/id1336487241?ls=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.livelent


Ringstone worship online 

While we may not be able to worship in our church buildings, here in the Ringstone group 

there is a daily act of worship online: Morning Prayer, Monday to Saturday and a streamed 

Eucharist service every Sunday. 

If you would like to join Morning Prayer, please email Neil. 

Sunday Eucharist can be viewed either on Facebook or on the group website 

https://www.ringstonegroupchurches.org/streamed-services. 

The Eucharist service books can also be viewed and/or downloaded from the group 

website. 

Join in making the news sheet a community sheet 

While we are all in self isolation at home, and there are no events or meetings to advertise 

or attend, let’s try and make the news sheet another way of communicating with each 

other. 

To start with, do you have a picture that can be put in the logo at the top of the news 

sheet – perhaps a much loved picture of your church, or a feature in your church, or a view 

round our group of parishes that would raise all our spirits? 

Do you have a hymn or piece of music that you would like linked to the logo. Perhaps 

something that we are unlikely to hear in our churches, either because it is not in our hymn 

books, or, because it is played on an instrument other than the organ. Or perhaps it is a 

much loved hymn that would warm your heart to hear at the moment. If it can be found on 

you tube, then it can be added to the news sheet. 

Or do you have anything else that you would like included here – once you start thinking 

the possibilities are endless. 

Don’t just sit at home, please use this time as an opportunity to share what we love. 

Accessing virtual services 

We have now widened our social media presence to include You Tube which will hopefully 

help those who do not use Facebook, to access our services. 

So, please search on You Tube for ‘Ringstone in Aveland Group’, or click on this link. Once 

you have found the group and the services, you can subscribe which will make it easier to 

find again. 

Readings for Morning Prayer for this week  

(click on the reading to link through to the text) 

Monday: Psalm 71; Numbers 9.15-end, 10.33-end; Luke 4.38-end 

Tuesday: Psalm 19; Numbers 11.1-33; Luke 5.1-11 

Wednesday: Psalm 30; Numbers 12; Luke 5.12-26 

Thursday: Psalm 16; 1 Samuel 2.27-35; Acts 2.37-end 

Friday: Psalm 55; Numbers 14.1-25; Luke 6.1-11 

Saturday: Psalm 76; Numbers 14.26-end; Luke 6.12-26 

 

mailto:revdneil@yahoo.com?subject=Morning%20Prayer
https://www.facebook.com/Ringstone-in-Aveland-Group-of-Churches-111209460390886/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.ringstonegroupchurches.org/streamed-services
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791163
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791268
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791295
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791315
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791344
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791363
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791382
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791401
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791434
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791456
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791477
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791496
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791517
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791536
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791557
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791574
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791592
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=455791609


Service will also be accessible through Facebook and our website 

www.ringstonegroupchurches.org 

 

Communication 

www.ringstonegroupchurches.org.  

If you have items to be included in the news sheet, please let Sue know by 

emailing ringstoneoffice@gmail.com before 10am on a Tuesday 

Bourne Food Bank 

For quite a while now we have been supporting the local Food 

bank and they have been grateful for all our contributions.  

However, given the current crisis, things are looking rather 

bleak and they are struggling to cope with the situation. 

Demand is growing and the donations decreasing which results in a huge gap to fill.  

This is not surprising. 

Children are not at school and therefore not receiving meals there, parents and carers 

may have lost their source of income due to lack of work or illness.  

Couple this with the problems faced by those who would usually be able to donate 

whose income is uncertain or stopped and getting to the shops to buy food has become 

more of an issue for all of us.  

Sadly there are rumours that people who do not need help can access Food banks and 

this deters some people from giving but this is not the case as a referral is needed. 

This all leads to a difficult situation for many. 

To try to help I have left a plastic boxes just inside the gate to the vicarage.  

If you are able to leave anything in the boxes as you go on your daily walk around the 

parish, I will take it to the Food bank on Tuesday or Friday. 

Please continue to observe the social distancing advice when you come to drop off. 

I am not asking you to risk your health or well-being.  

Do keep safe and stay well.  

If you would rather give in another way, you can make a gift of money, please see their 

website http://www.bournefoodbank.org.uk/page10.html 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity 

Revd. Neil 

file:///C:/Users/orior/Dropbox/Ringstone%20Office/News%20Sheets/2020/04.%20Easter%20-%20Pentecost/www.ringstonegroupchurches.org
http://www.ringstonegroupchurches.org/
http://www.bournefoodbank.org.uk/page10.html

